
“For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you . . . .” 
2 Timothy 1:6 

Annual Report 

July 1, 2008—June 30, 2009 

Dear Friends,  

 God continues to "rekindle the flame" (2 Timothy 1:6) that resides in KINDLE by His 

grace. We are deeply grateful for all the contributions to KINDLE in 2008-2009 -- those of 

time, prayer, and money. These gracious gifts enable us to continue KINDLE's mission of 

enhancing the church by fostering and multiplying servant leaders.  

 I commend this annual report to you with deep gratitude to 

God for the financial gifts that have come KINDLE's way. We 

seek to use them well. Thanks to all who give, pray for and take 

action on behalf of KINDLE! 

 

In His Light, 

Sue Steege, President, KINDLE Board of Directors 

 
Sue Steege serves as Director of Transformation Ministries at First Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Tonawanda, New York. 

 KINDLEôs Financial Condition 2008-2009 

 

KINDLEôs Operating 

Income and Expenses for 2008-2009 
     

Beginning Balance 7-1-08          $      - 0 - 

Operating Income Received          $  133,613 

Expenses incurred                  $  133,613 

Ending Balance 6-30-09           $      - 0 - 
   Transferred to Endowment  

   Maintaining Excellence Fund                 $      - 0 - 

 

KINDLEôs Endowment Fund for 2008-2009   
  

Endowment Fund Value 7-1-08           $ 1,211,039 

Deposits to Endowment           $      27,393 

Distributions from Endowment           $      43,650 

YTD Gain/Loss            $ ($163,557) 

Ending Fund Value 6-30-09          $ 1,031,225 

 

 

 

Board of Directors 

  Elvin Harms, Jr. 

  Michele Karpenko 

  Melissa Luepke 

  David Rahberg 

  Les Schmidt 

  Sue Steege 

  LeRoy Wilke 

 

Members -At-Large  

  Richard Bimler 

  Mark Carter 

  Keith Loomans 

 

Administrative Executive 

   William O. Karpenko II 



HONOR ROLL OF DONORS 

JULY 1, 2008 – JUNE 30, 2009 

$7,500+ 
William & Michele Karpenko II 

 

$3,000 ï $6,999 

Christ Church Lutheran,  

   Phoenix, AZ** 

Minnesota South DistrictðLCMS 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 

   Lisle, IL** 

 

$2,000 - $2,999 

First Trinity Lutheran Church, 

   Tonawanda, NY** 

Redeemer Lutheran Church, 

    Spokane, WA** 

LeRoy & Jane Wilke 

 

$1,000 - $1,999 

Steven & Mary Arnold 

Clifford & Elaine Barrett 

Richard & Hazel Bimler 

Mark & Karla Carter 

Dari Hartmann* 

Peace Lutheran Church, 

    Eau Claire, WI** 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 

   Bloomington, IL** 

 

$500 ï 999 

Kurt & Carol Bickel 

Audrey Duensing-Werner* 

Charles & Joanne Dull 

Douglas & Elsa Felten 

Jack & Celeste Giles 

Glendale Lutheran Church, 

    Glendale, MO** 

Jill* & Fred Hasstedt 

Lyle & Deborah Heggemeier 

Greg & Karen Karpenko 

Keith & Margie Loomans 

Melissa* & Nathan Luepke 

Lutheran Trust 

Kelly* & Scott Bailey McCray 

David* and Susan Meier 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 

     Rockford, IL** 

Linda* & Bob Olsen 

David* & Carrie Rahberg 

Karen & Roger Schlechte 

David Sorensen 

Susan Steege 

Valparaiso University, 

  Valparaiso, IN 

 

$250 ï 499 

Steve & Dee Christopher 

Howard & Dorcas Claussen 

Cornerstone Consulting 

William Cullen* 

Christine* & Norm Eid 

Carsten & Georgia Falkenberg 

Jonathan & Sharon Fischer 

Rob* & Leslie Grady 

Bill & Ruth Grimm 

Elvin, Jr. & Sara Harms 

Scott* & Joan Rauch 

Diane Johnson & Mike Meyer 

Les & Helen Schmidt 

Les & Deb Stroh 

Sandy* & Tim & Wendelin 

 

$100 ï 249 

Jim* & Joanna Bradshaw 

Glen & Janet Burmeister 

Steve Carter 

Concordia University College 

     of Alberta 

Concordia University, St. Paul 

Concordia University, Nebraska 

Concordia University, Portland 

Concordia University Texas 

Jeff & Margaret Davis 

Ross & Gloria Edwards 

Vern & Betty Gundermann 

Jim* & Kelly Haack 

Elvin & Anna Harms 

Alan & Diane Harre 

Julie Johnston-Hermann 

Tim* & Lisa Lindeman 

James & Andrea Lohman 

Roger & Sharon Mailand 

Doty Moritz 

Michelle* & John Pavasars 

Walter Schoedel 

Denise Sprengeler* 

Richard & Judy Steinbrueck 

Orla Stroh 

Martha* & Brian Strong 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 

     New York Mills, MN** 

William & Paulette Wegner 

Anonymous 

 

$10 - 99 

Gary Bach* 

Gretchen Beecroft 

Floyd & Janet Behrens 

Gene & Evelyn Bickel 

Mary & Brett Bloebaum 

David & Charlotte Bueltmann 

Richard Byersdorfer 

Bill & Joan Cochran 

Joel Dietrich 

Dennis Dobbins 

Robert & Lois Holtz 

Leland* & Kathy Jackson 

Jerald Joersz 

Harold Kamman 

Timothy* & Joy Kaufmann 

Jim & Lynn Kroonblawd 

Andy Melendez 

Gary & Loma Meyer 

Carl & Florence Molin 

Benjamin & Abby Nicol 

Scott Paulson 

Keith & Diane Ringers 

Ronald Scherch 

John & Carol Schleicher 

Terry & Ruth Schmeckpeper 

Harlan Teske 

Cindy & Randy Wheeler 

Jay Wink 

 

 

*   KINDLE Associates 

** KINDLE Associate 

     Congregations 



KINDLE HONORS 

 

In honor of Kevin Bueltmann 

 David & Charlotte Bueltmann 

 

In honor of William & Michele 

 Karpenko 

 Carsten & Georgia Falkenberg 

 

In honor of Joan Rauch 

 Scott Rauch 

 

In honor of Jason Schleicher 

 John & Carol Schleicher 

 

 In honor of LeRoy Wilke 

  Steven & Mary Arnold 

 Gary Bach 

 Gretchen Beecroft 

 Richard Byersdorfer 

 Steve Carter 

An Initial Word from the Firm Reviewing KINDLE's Financial Records... 
 

We have reviewed the accompanying statements of financial position of Karpenko Institute for Nurturing and 

Developing Leadership Excellence ("KINDLE", a Minnesota not-for-profit organization) as of June 30, 2009 and 

2008, and the related statements of activities for the years then ended, in accordance with the Statements for 

Accounting and Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  Based on our 

review, we are not aware of any material modifications that should be made to the accompanying financial statements 

in order for them to be in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

 

Swink, Fiehler & Company, P.C., St. Louis, MO 

 Steve & Dee Christopher 

 Bill & Joan Cochran 

 Vern & Betty Gundermann 

 Dari Hartmann 

 Robert & Lois Holtz 

 Jerald Joersz 

 Jim & Lynn Kroonblawd 

 Gary & Loma Meyer 

 Mike Meyer & Diane Johnson 

 Carl & Florence Molin 

 Scott Paulson 

 Roger & Karen Schlechte 

 Denise Sprengeler 

 William & Paulette Wegner 

 Jay Wink 

 

KINDLE MEMORIALS  

 

In memory of Lillian Florence 

   Anderson Karpenko 

   William & Michele Karpenko 

In memory of Toby Moore, Jr. 

   Keith & Diana Ringers 

 

In memory of Howard MacDougall 

 Orla Stroh 

 

In memory of Boyd Rafferty 

   Orla Stroh 

 

In memory of Lester Stroh, Sr. 

 Orla Stroh 

 

In memory of Joanne Teske 

 Harlan Teske 

 

In memory of 

 Sharlene ñSharò Kleinedler 

 Tim & Sandy Wendelin 

 

 

  

   To all whom KINDLE cherishes ... 
 

What a joy to greet you once again in the Name of Jesus.  Doing so as KINDLEôs Administrative 

Executive is a pleasure and a privilege. 

 

Excitement abounds among KINDLEôs staff and volunteers these autumn days.  One major source 

of our enthusiasm is the work being done by 25 volunteers who are helping to design and 

implement the ñKINDLE Explosionò:  five new initiatives funded by a Thrivent grant that will 

markedly expand KINDLEôs service to the church.  Interest is already running high in four of 

these programs, each of which will be held in 2010 and each of which will benefit congregational lay leaders and the 

church workers that serve them.  There will be more news about the ñKINDLE Explosionò in the November issue of 

KINDLE Life. 

 

Another source of our enthusiasm is your steady, faithful support.  You are the ones who keep KINDLEôs budget in 

the black (9th straight year!).  Your support also helps us obtain new sources of money, like the grant noted earlier. 

 

Permit me to salute you on behalf of KINDLEôs Board of Directors for your generosity and wisdom. 

 

William O. Karpenko II, KINDLE Administrative Executive 



 

"KINDLE has been a wonderful learning experience for me.  Even though I had heard 

about KINDLE from others, I expected it to be more of an academic pursuit -- a class, if you will.  After 

being involved in the process, I'm so glad that it wasn't oriented toward academics.  The behavioral, 

attitudinal, and Scriptural approaches to leadership replication were most helpful.  I think the leadership 

team did an excellent job of presenting, coaching, training, and encouraging.  The relationships developed 

at KINDLE, both professional and personal, are ongoing.  KINDLE has helped me to focus on the heart 

issues that have a critical impact on head issues." 

 

Jeremy Pera is a 2009 KINDLE Associate and serves as Director of Christian Education at St. Paul Lutheran Church in 

Clay Center, Kansas. 

 
ñThe experience was helpful not only for me but, from my point of view as lead pastor of our ministry 

team, it has been and is helpful for our whole ministry team....for the individuals and for the team as a 

whole. I hear people commenting and talking about Paul Schoeppôs leadership and their KINDLE 

project. It is a place for me to connect with each individual.ò 

 
Rev. Marv Ziprick is pastor at Bethel Lutheran Church, Sherwood Park, Edmonton, Alberta. 

 

 

"KINDLE has transformed how I do ministry.  I am very excited as I feel like I have grown as a servant 

leader, and I feel like I have confidence to intentionally reach out to others to help them grow as well.  My 

congregation will become more effective in leadership development because of KINDLE.  I appreciate all 

the time the KINDLE training team put into this learning cycle and I feel blessed to have been a part of it.  

I firmly believe KINDLE was worth the time, energy, and money, and I look forward to helping KINDLE 

grow in the future.  May God continue to richly bless KINDLE and all of us as we grow to become more 

like Him in our servant-leader capacities!" 

 

Jason Schleicher is a 2009 KINDLE Associate and serves as Director of Christian Education at Trinity 

Lutheran Church in Billings, Montana. 

 

     KINDLE 

c/o St. Michael’s Lutheran Church     9201 Normandale Blvd     Bloomington MN 55437 

952-230-2179 (office)     952-831-5225 (fax) 

kindle@kindledce.org           www.kindledce.org 

The mission of KINDLE is to enhance the church  

by fostering and multiplying servant leaders.   

"Michelle Pavasars not only facilitated our visioning group, but she shared the program with the whole 

staff and has personally contacted some of us to step up as leaders.  She has helped our administrative 

staff develop goals and create a vision.  This visioning process is helping everyone focus their time and 

talents.  I know from her comments that she has been blessed and challenged by this KINDLE experi-

ence.  I eagerly wait to see how else she will bless our ministry at our church.ò 

 

Lisa Perr is a 2009 KINDLE Lay Associate and teaches 3rd & 4th grade at Christ Lutheran School in 

Brea, California. 


